Published by IGI Global, the Encyclopedia of Business Analytics and Optimization (2014, 9781466652026, $2695 ) is a five-volume reference edited by John Wang, professor in the Department of Information & Operations Management at Montclair State University. Not the typical A-Z encyclopedia, each volume offers chapters/articles that cover distinct elements of key topic categories related to the optimal use of "big data" in business problem solving and decision making.
In his introduction Mr. Wang acknowledges the incredible growth in the amount of data being gathered, noting that "approximately 90% of all the world's data has been created in the past two years." He also emphasizes the need for sophisticated "technologies, methodologies and strategies" to harness the analytical power of all this captured data. So it comes as no surprise that identifying, defining, and explaining these new and emerging technologies and methods make up a great deal of his Encyclopedia.
In all there are 243 chapters/articles in this set that can stand alone or be seen as part of an overall encyclopedia approach. These individual chapters/articles fall into a number of larger categories that range from tool-based concerns like algorithms, data mining and models, and simulations to more practical applications like decision support, knowledge management, and process and project management. In addition, the Encyclopedia chapters/articles cover industry specific categories like banking, finance and economics, and manufacturing as well as those focused on education and medicine and healthcare administration. Many of the chapters/articles follow a similar structure in providing an introduction, background information, discussion of the current main focus of the topic being covered, future trends, and a conclusion. A list of key terms and definitions is also often included. The writing is scholarly and technical with citations throughout that are collected in a thorough list of references at the end of each chapter/article. As you would imagine, numerous chapters/articles are replete with formulas and statistics as well as tables, graphs, and charts. All this adds to the obvious scholarly nature of this work, as does the international makeup of the contributors and the institutions they represent.
Given the above comments, it should be apparent that the Encyclopedia of Business Analytics and Optimization is not intended for a student or reader with a passing interest in the uses of big data in business. Rather it is a sophisticated and highly technical work that would be best utilized by advanced students, research faculty, or the professional analyst with a specialized concern about the current and future use of business analytics for sophisticated problem solving and decision making. In many ways it is structured like a multivolume handbook offering both theoretical and practical information and guidance. In any case, with the ever-growing capacity to gather and use big data to meet the challenges of modern business, this reference should be seen as a timely and useful tool by both serious researchers and practitioners.
However, while libraries supporting such complex needs and concerns should give it serious consideration, the set is not cheap. The list price for the five-volume print edition is $2,695.00 while perpetual access to the online version lists for $4,045.00 and combined Print + Perpetual access is $5,390. Fortunately, there is another option for cost-conscious libraries or those with the occasional request for this type information. Individual chapters can be purchased for $37.50 and a full list of chapters/ articles is available on the IGI Global Website at: http://www. igi-global.com/book/encyclopedia-business-analytics-optimization/90651. Many libraries may find this an attractive alternative to full purchase. In a number of instances patron needs may be met by the creative use of library budgets or interlibrary loan funds to acquire copies of chapters/articles for interested students and faculty.
Early this year Salem Press released the seventh edition of its standard Magill's Medical Guide (2014, 978-1-61925-214-1, $425) . Comprising nearly 1,200 articles with numerous sidebars, photos, and illustrations, this five-volume set continues to be designed for high school, public, and undergraduate libraries. Although accessible to the general reader, the contents are intended to be authoritative and comprehensive enough to be of value to students new to the topics covered or those doing basic research.
According to the publisher's introduction the majority of entries from the 6th edition have been updated and there are 69 entirely new articles. Coverage of neuroscience and issues related to aging and genetic diseases have all been expanded. Naturally, the physical aspects of health and disease take precedent; however, there are also discussions of the psychological and emotional impacts experienced by those dealing with various conditions and disorders. Entries range from shorter 500-word definitions to full, in-depth essays of 2,500-3,000 words. They also follow a general format starting with basic information about the type entry being presented, the anatomy or body system affected, the specialties involved, and a short definition of the topic. Longer entries will also have a brief glossary of key terms. In the numerous entries that discuss diseases and disorders, subcategories like causes and symptoms, treatment and therapy, and perspective and prospects are covered. Entries on other topics are similarly divided and information presented under relevant subcategories.
The articles are authored by both medical scholars and physicians and reviewed by a panel of experts. More than offering self-help advice, these entries are scientifically grounded, fact-filled but to-the-point, and contain little or no jargon.
The finding aids are well designed and helpful. Each of the five volumes has a full table of contents listing entries alphabetically with the relevant volume and page numbers. In addition, each volume reprints two very useful topical guides. The first of these guides organizes entries under "anatomy and systems affected" while the other organizes them under specialties and related fields. The last volume of the set has a general index.
Purchase of Magill's Medical Guide is a no-brainer for libraries that have found past editions valuable and it should find a new home in other academic and public libraries looking for a basic but authoritative medical reference. As is the practice with Salem Press, the purchase of the printed set entitles a school or library to free online access to the Medical Guide's content.
Grey House has also released a new version of a popular and useful reference. First published by Gale in 1994, the Value of the Dollar 1860-2014 (2014, 978-1-61925-254-7, $155) is in its fifth edition and author Scott Dirks does his best to maintain the research value, not to mention the fascination factor that has marked past editions.
Section one, the main body of the book, is divided into eight chapters that, with two exceptions, cover 20-year time increments. Each chapter starts with a background introduction as well as a currency conversion table relevant to the years covered. The chapters are then divided into short five-year subchapters that include a historic snapshot of key economic events, selected incomes, consumer expenditures, investments, standard job salaries, the cost of a food basket, and other selected prices. The data here is as fascinating as it is specific and it is well worth spending time examining it to get a sense of the economic and social environment of the years discussed.
A second section is new to this edition and covers pricing trends from 1910-2012. This section is revealing in that it not only allows the reader to track specific prices as they have evolved over the years but perhaps more interestingly, it also shows how those prices compare in 2012 dollars. For example, an electric washing machine that cost $84.75 in 1920 would run $899 in 2012 but that same $84.75 is actually worth $972.90 in 2012 dollars. According to those figures, an electric washing machine is actually cheaper now than it was then. But that new Harley you may have been eyeing is more expensive today than it was in 1915. It would have set you back $290 which is valued as $6,725 in 2012 dollars but the price your dealer was asking in 2012 was more like $7,999. Aside from being fascinating in its own right, this section helps readers analyze long-term trends offsetting criticism that past editions were organized in segments too small to enable such analysis.
As far as value-added features go, the chapter introductions and "miscellany" sidebars are fascinating and helpful. Specific price sources are listed throughout the book and there is a list of the general sources used in each of the five-year subchapters as well as general bibliography. There is also a list of sources used in the pricing trends section at the end of the book. Future editions might consider providing direct references to these sources in the pricing trends section itself as well as offering more specific bibliographic information about each source. The black-and-white photos that illustrate the book are not of a particularly high quality but are generally adequate. The index is somewhat lacking and could be improved. For example, there doesn't seem to be many references to the specific products in the pricing trend section. At least the index was of no help when trying to retrace the steps taken to locate the information on Harley Davidson motorcycles mentioned above.
As author Scott Dirks notes in his introduction, pricing is an inexact science so the data here should be taken with that in mind. While the historic prices are gathered from primary sources from each period, the location, time of the year, availability, business costs, customer demographics as well as a number of other factors can cause "widely varying prices" for the same item. That being said, Mr. Dirks has done yeoman's service in researching salary data for numerous occupations and the selected prices of a myriad of products and services, not to mention the values he lists for various investment options. The Medical Library Association in conjunction with Neal-Schumann has also released a reference work with a solid reputation. Medical librarians will no doubt welcome the new edition of Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences (2014, 978-0-8389-1184-6, $115) . Compiled by Jeffrey T. Huber and Susan Swogger, this reference work has been revised and updated since last published in 2008. New chapters on point-of-care and global health sources as well as an opening section on health information-seeking behaviors are included in this new version.
The majority of the book is still devoted to discussions of bibliographic and informational sources that the authors feel are basic to providing quality reference service to medical staff and students. Coverage includes discussions of bibliographic sources for monographs, serials, government documents, conferences, and reviews as well as digital database resources. Informational resources focus on topics from medical terminology and statistics to drug information, consumer health, medical history, grants, and global health. There are also chapters covering formats like handbooks, manuals, directories, and biographical sources. All of these chapters come across as discussions, not merely annotated lists of relevant medical resources. Chapter authors provide context by offering an overview of the literature as well as descriptions of the specific sources being highlighted, and many of the chapters end with reading lists and/or references useful for further exploration.
Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences serves as an expert guide to specific sources but it also helps describe the medical reference literature as it continues to evolve. Not only are new issues and topics covered but a look at the sources listed confirms the obvious growth and expanding reliance on electronic tools, despite the number of useful print titles still being included. This book itself is available in an eEdition as well as in paperback. (See http://www.alastore.ala. org/detail.aspx?ID=10970) But regardless of format, Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences will find its way into both personal and library collections. Professional practitioners as well as library school students will be in the market for their own copies, and academic and medical libraries may want both circulating and reference copies.
Extra Servings
CRC Press has released the newest version of a perennial classic:
• (978-1-61925-468-8, $195, Dec. 2014 ) is now in its 7th edition and is "updated and expanded with new entries reflecting the latest developments and discoveries, and newly organized for easier access to information. The seventh edition includes more than 8,000 firsts, with more than 1,000 that are new to this edition…" Oxford University Press just released a second edition of one of their respected multivolume encyclopedias and has plans to release a completely new work:
• 
